HAMPDEN AND  SHIP-MONEY
display the same c cheerfulness and alacrity * as
happily distinguishes the general sum of the people
in paying. The position of the defaulters, it appears,
is that they claim the imposition of Ship-money to
be illegal. But the results of such a delusion are
likely to be a succession of tedious and oppressive
cases in c our several Courts at Westminster/ The
King, in his princely love and affection to his people,
is solicitous in the common good to avoid these,
and therefore wishes it to be pronounced once and
for all by the supreme judicature of the land whether
or not Ship-money is lawful. € We have thought
expedient by this our Letter directed to you all to
require your judgement in this case, as it is set down
in the enclosed paper, which will not only gain
time, but also be of more authority to over-rule any
prejudicate opinions of others in the point.' The
c enclosed paper * asks whether, when the Kingdom
is in danger, the King may not by writ under the
Great Seal of England levy Ship-money as and where
he thinks proper, and c whether in such a case is
not the King the sole judge both of the danger, and
when, and how, the same is to be prevented and
avoided/ The twelve judges gave their answer to
the full satisfaction of the King. Two of them,
George Croke and Richard Hutton, for long held
out against the opinion, but were at length per-
suaded by the majority to sign the judgment on the
strange undertaking that it should not be binding
on them in any case which they might have to try
in the courts.
The King and his ministers were delighted.    The
Lord Keeper at the King's command assured the
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